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What is I.C.A.R.U.S?
Freedom of movement is a right preserved under EU treaties and it is also aligned with
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. However, regarding
accessibility to air transport for disabled people and the older, these basic rights are
currently not fully realized, thus creating social exclusion.
To achieve this objective, the ICARUS consortium has gathered organizations with the
knowledge, expertise and network of contacts required to produce planned project
outcomes, results and impacts.
ICARUS’ work plan strategy has been based on proven ex-ante evaluation
methodologies. Firstly, ICARUS’ researchers have identified the nature and scale of
the problem, the involved process and activities, and the technologies and existing
solutions. Afterwards, they’ve analysed needs and preferences through the users’,
stakeholders’ and experts’ perspective, including real-life observations. Then, the gap
between the current situation and the needs has been assessed and a preliminary list
of solution areas has been identified. After that, researchers have defined the R&D

fields and innovative solutions and best practices. Finally, a socio-economic analysis
has been conducted, providing recommendations following the principles of economy,
cost-effectiveness, and European Added Value.

Objective
The main objective of ICARUS has been to identify, characterize, justify and prioritize
research and analysis approaches towards improving access to air transportation for
people with disabilities and older people.
According to the general objective of the Project mentions above, the specific
objectives of ICARUS has been:
O1. Establish the current situation in terms of stakeholders, problem, needs,
accessibility chain and solution areas.
O2. Establish the base line in terms of how the current implementation of the
existing solutions meets the different needs of the various target population
subgroups.
O3. Identify solution areas with the greatest achievable contribution to the EC´s
stated objective of ensuring access for people with disabilities to transportation,
among other facilities and services.
O4. Characterize these solution areas in terms of effectiveness, cost, risks,
bottlenecks and technical and social obstacles.
O5. Propose and justify appropriate research and analysis approaches for the
most promising solution areas considering all of the above as well as the Added
Value of Community involvement.
O6. Contribute to initiating actual change, specifically through awareness and
knowledge dissemination among the main players in the accessibility chain that
fosters adoption of effective solutions.

Partners
The partners that have made up the Consortium of the Project have been:
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2.
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ALITALIA Compagnia Aerea Italiana S.p.A. (Italy).
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FUNDOSA TECHNOSITE S.A. (Currently ILUNION AEP). (Spain).
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FUNDOSA ACCESIBILIDAD S.A. (Currently ILUNION AEP). (Spain).

Supported by an Advisory Committee: AGE, EDF and AENA.

Results & Recommendations
Final Results and Expected impact: As a Support Action, ICARUS aimed at providing
insights and recommendations on the most promising R&D areas that may positively
contribute to alleviating the problem of air transportation accessibility.
ICARUS outcomes expects to initiate a set of impacts, starting at highlighting the paths
for R&D, which in turn would lead to the development of innovative solutions and
ultimately to mainstreaming accessibility, being all end-users benefited by a more
inclusive air travel environment in the medium-long term.
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